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Germantown Historical Society  
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To remove your name from our monthly e-mailing list, please respond to this email with 
“unsubscribe” in the subject line. 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at info@germantownhistory.org or call 215-844-1683. 

Seeking Library Volunteers:  Are you interested in Germantown history and have 
three to six hours a week to give during library hours?  The Society is seeking interested 
folks who share our love of northwest Philadelphia and would like to provide invaluable 
support to our library and archives.  Projects include research and public service, data 
entry and cataloguing, as well as assorted collections-based preservation projects.  All 
training will be provided.  Please reply to this email or call 215-844-1683 for more infor-
mation.  We rely on volunteers to make a difference!  Thank you for your support! 

On the night of November 12-13, 1833, the Leonid 
Meteor Shower filled the skies over the United States 
with a continual barrage of thousands of meteors, 
striking awe or fear in the hearts of those who wit-
nessed it.  Two interesting accounts of this phenome-
non are found in the Library and Archives at GHS.   
 
Charles L. Eberle (1766-1845) gives his view of the 
event in a daily diary he kept.  Eberle, a German im-
migrant and farmer, lived in the 1830s in what is now 
the Mt. Airy section of Philadelphia. He was interested 
in astronomy, noting in his diary the occurrence of 
eclipses and comets.  Below is shown  Eberle's diary 
entry for Nov. 13, 1833:  an eye witness account of 
the now-famous Leonid Meteor storm.  Judith Callard, 
GHS Archives & Library volunteer, and Jan Lundy are 
currently editing Eberle's journal for publication 
   
Sixty-six years later, another Germantown resident, 
Dr. I. Pearson Willits, clipped and pasted into his 
scrapbook an article from the 1899 Germantown In-
dependent-Gazette that gives another account of 
what happened that night in 1833, as remembered 
60+ years after the actual event.  The clipping is 
shown to the right. 

An Uncommon Phenomenon 


